NORTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERVICES

FOSTER CARE AGREEMENT

1. PURPOSE

The welfare of children placed is the prime concern of both foster carers and the local authority.  The purpose of the Foster Care Agreement is to describe and define the working partnership between foster carers and the local authority, which is necessary in order to achieve this prime concern.


2. PARTNERSHIP

We agree:

(a)
to promote the welfare of children placed;

(b)
to comply with the terms of foster placement agreements (see 
Placement Plans Part 1 and 2);

(c)
that children placed will have contact with their relatives and friends, in 
accordance with the Foster Placement Agreement;

(d)
that foster carers shall care for children placed as if they were 
members of the foster carers’ family;

(e)
that foster carers will maintain regular and appropriate contact with the 
schools of children placed and other agencies (eg hospitals, psychological 
services) with which the children are involved;

(f)
that no corporal punishment (including slapping, pinching, squeezing, 
shaking and rough handling) will be administered to children placed;

(g)
to respect the race, religion, culture, sexual orientation and any disability 
which children placed and their families may have;

(h)
that the Department’s staff will treat foster carers, their family and home 
with courtesy, honesty and respect – giving appropriate consideration to the 
feelings of the foster carers’ own children/family.


3. SUPPORT

We agree:

(a)
that in order to carry out the varied and demanding tasks which are 
associated with fostering, foster carers need appropriate assistance 
from both the social worker for children placed and from the Adoption 
and Fostering Team;



(b)
that the Department’s support to foster carers will primarily be provided 
by their Adoption and Fostering Team social worker and the Adoption 
and Fostering Team – which will provide regular opportunities for training 
and development, eg in groups for foster carers;

(c)
that registered foster carers are automatically members of the 
Association of Foster Carers (North Somerset) and are encouraged to 
be active members.


4. PLACEMENTS

We agree:

(a)
that before and during all placements, foster carers will be given as 
much 
information as possible about the children which is relevant to their care and 
the tasks involved in looking after them;

(b)
that the matters which the law requires to be covered in Foster 
Placement Agreements and the respective obligations of foster carers 
and the local authority are contained in the Placement Plans;

(c)
that a Foster Placement Agreement will be completed by the child’s 
social worker whenever a child is placed;

(d)
that social work staff will normally visit by prior arrangement/agreement at 
times convenient to the foster carers, but it is also accepted that 
circumstances may arise when any person authorised by North 
Somerset District Council can visit at any time;

(e)
that the local authority’s arrangements for meeting certain legal liabilities of 
foster carers which arise by reason of a placement (eg damage caused by a 
child placed) are described in the booklet “Your Guide to Fostering in North 
Somerset”;

(f)
that the procedures available to foster carers for making complaints or 
representations to the local authority about its policies or services is 
described in the leaflet provided in your copy of “Your Guide to 
Fostering in North Somerset”.

5. CONFIDENTIALITY

We agree that:

(a)
any information relating to children (or their families or other persons) 
given to or kept by the foster carers in confidence in connection with a 
placement is to be kept confidential and not disclosed to any person 
without the consent of the responsible local authority;

(b)
information about the foster carers and their families will be kept 
confidential by the local authority (unless the law requires otherwise).
6. SERIOUS OCCURRENCES

We agree that the foster carers will notify the responsible local authority immediately of any serious illness of a child placed, or of any other serious occurrences (eg accidents, significant concerns relating to schooling or in connection with the child’s relatives) affecting the child.

7. ENDING PLACEMENTS 

We agree:

(a)
that if difficulties arise in a placement which it seems cannot be 
resolved, a meeting will be convened swiftly to consider the position;  if it is 
agreed that the child shall move, this will normally take place in a planned 
manner over a period of at least twenty-eight days (it being accepted that, in 
some circumstances, a much shorter period will be appropriate);

(b)
that when a child moves from a foster home, this will normally be with 
the agreement of the foster carers but accept that in any case where it 
appears to the local authority that the placement is no longer in the child’s 
interests, the foster carers will allow the child to be removed.

8. REVIEW OF FOSTER CARERS

We agree that written reviews of foster carers (which must by law be conducted at least once a year):

(a)
are opportunities to review the experience of fostering, including any 
difficulties the foster carers may have had in working with the 
Department and to identify further training/development needs;

(b)
will be completed after discussion between the foster carers and their 
Adoption and Fostering Team social worker and then considered by 
the North Somerset Fostering Panel (whose decision, including any 
change in registration details, will be notified to the foster carers in writing).

9. CHANGES

We agree that the foster carers will give written notice to the local authority forthwith (with full particulars) of:

(a)
any intended change of address;

(b)
any change in the composition of the household (ie who is living in your 
home);

(c)
any other change in personal circumstances and any other event which 
affects their capacity to care for any child placed or the suitability of the 
household; examples could include loss of job, serious illness, 
bereavement, criminal investigation;

(d)
any further request or application to foster or adopt, or to register as a 
provider of day care for children under the age of eight years.

10. SIGNATURES

	NAME (printed)
	SIGNATURE

	...............................................................................................(foster carer)
	....................................................................................

	...............................................................................................(foster carer)
	....................................................................................

	...............................................................................................(Chair of North Somerset Fostering Panel)

Date ............................................................


	....................................................................................


NB:
More detailed information (eg on child protection, insurance) is 
contained in the booklet “Your Guide to Fostering in North Somerset”.
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